A new method for the stereoselective synthesis of alpha-substituted serine amino acid analogues.
[reaction: see text]. A new method was developed for the stereoselective synthesis of alpha-substituted serine amino acids. The strategy utilizes a common enantiomerically enriched intermediate obtained through an enzymatic desymmetrization. A variety of amino acids were synthesized in good ee's through nucleophilic acetylide addition reactions and palladium-catalyzed Sonogashira couplings.